School:
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time
Indian, by Sherman Alexie (Grade
recommendation: 7-10)
Young adolescent named Junior who lives a
hard life on his Indian Reservation with his
abusive best friend and a tough social life at
school, decides to move to an all-white school
with an Indian as their mascot. He enjoys his
new life, making the school basketball team and
getting a girlfriend, but still having to deal with
people back home referring to him as a traitor.

Struck by Lightning, by Chris Colfer
(Grade recommendation: 9-12)

Bottled Up, by Jaye Murray (Grade
recommendation: 9-12)

Sex and Violence, by Carrie Mesrobian
(Grade recommendation: 9-12)

Pip wants to go someplace where no one can
bother him, where he can get as high as he
wants, drink as much as he wants, and do
whatever he wants. But now he’s been busted,
and his principal tells him to attend all his classes
on time and get a counselor after school, or else
he’s expelled. If he’s kicked out of school, his
alcoholic father is sure to be the most of his
worries.

17 year old Evan Carter has a strategy to hook
up with any girl he wants. Every time he moves,
in every new school, he can always expect some
action before he moves again. But after he’s
been assaulted which leaves him broken,
nothing seems safe. Especially sex.

Current Issues:
I Am Malala, by Christina Lamb and Malala
Yousafzai (Grade recommendation: 7-12)

High school student Carson Phillips has a dream
for bigger things. His dream is to become a
world-renowned journalist for the newspaper,
“The New Yorker.” But in order to fulfill his
dream, he will do whatever it takes to become
the best. Even if he has to blackmail the most
popular students in his school.

Malala is an iconic figure who stood up against
the Taliban in the Swat valley. She fought for her
right to have an education, and for all the other
girls around her. Even after she was almost shot
in the head, she continued to push her beliefs.
Malala is a beacon of hope for young girls like
her in the Swat Valley. (Biography)

Notes from an Accidental Band Geek, by
Erin Dionne (Grade recommendation: 6-10)

Persepolis, by Marjane Satrapi (Grade
recommendation: 8-12)

In order to live up to her dad and grandfather,
high schooler Elsie Wyatt has to bear the horror
of wearing a plumed hat and polyester pants and
join her high school’s marching band. Just like
her dad and grandfather, she wants to become
an orchestra superstar, but first she has to
survive a marching band.

The Perks of Being a Wallflower, by
Stephen Chbosky (Grade recommendation:
9-12)
Adapted as a movie in 2012, this novel describes
Charlie’s life as a wallflower at his high school,
watching people from the sidelines, not being
noticed. But his two new friends, Sam and
Patrick, help Charlie experience much more,
such as love, music, sadness and friendship.

This graphic novel depicts the conflict current
day Iran from the perspective of a young girl,
growing up to become a mature young adult
during the Islamic Revolution. Her development
from innocence to maturity captures the essence
of a child growing up during this time.

Side Effects May Vary, by Julie Murphy
(Grade recommendation: 8-11)
Alice is a sixteen year old girl who has been
diagnosed with leukemia, which is more simply,
blood cancer. She decides to go out of her way
to “right her wrongs” or even “wrong her wrongs.”
With her friend Harvey, she checks actions off
her bucket list, but unknowingly develops
feelings for Harvey, along with doing regrettable
things that she can't takes back.

The Way I Used to Be, Amber Smith
(Grade recommendation: 9-12)
After Eden was raped by her brother’s best
friend, she will never go back to The Way She
Used to Be. Her perspective on everything has
changed, everything she once loved, everyone
she once knew, she can’t come back from what
happened to her.

Room, by Emma Donoghue (Grade
recommendation: 8-11)
Jack is a five year old boy who grew up in a
place known as The Room. For him, The Room
is his home, where he lives with his mother who
he calls Ma, learns, plays, and grows up. But to
Ma, it’s the place where Old Nick has kept her
and her son captive. Ma needs to find a way to
escape with her son, and fast.

All American Boys, by Jason Reynolds
(Grade recommendation: 8-11)
Sixteen year old Rashad is an innocent high
school student. The keyword is innocent. He is
wrongfully accused of a crime. Quinn, his
brother’s best friend, witnesses a police officer
brutally beat Rashad. This impactful novel zooms
in on the problem that is police brutality.

Drama
The Fault in Our Stars, by John Green
(Grade recommendation: 7-12)
Lonely seventeen-year-old Hazel Grace
Lancaster who suffers from Stage 4 Thyroid
Cancer, spends her days in her home and the
hospital. After her parents convince her to join a
Cancer Kid Support Group, her life forever
changes when she meets Augustus Waters, her
best friend and future lover.

Kepler’s Dream, by Juliet Bell (Grade
recommendation: 6-9)
Eleven-year-old girl Ella moves to New Mexico to
stay with her grandmother after her mother is
diagnosed with cancer. While she goes through
cancer treatment, Ella spends her time learning
about her family and learns about how one of her
grandmother’s most precious books was stolen.

Everything Everything, Nicola Yoon
(Grade recommendation: 7-11)
Maddy is a regular 17 year old teenage girl, living
a normal life. Except for the fact that she’s
allergic to the entire world and has not left her
house for those 17 years. But one day, she
peeks out her window and sees a new family
move into the house next to hers and a certain
guy in that family catches her eye.

Highly Illogical Behavior, by John Corey
Whaley (Grade recommendation: 8-11)
Solomon is a sixteen year old agoraphobic. He
can’t go anywhere that might make him feel
uncomfortable, so for the past 3 years, he has
stayed home. Lisa is an ambitious girl with
dreams of getting into a college with the second
best psychology program. She decides to make
it her mission to attempt to “fix” Sol along with
her boyfriend Clark.

Like No Other, by Una LaMarche (Grade
recommendation: 7-12)
Devorah and Jaxon have two very different
personalities. They live across from each other in
street in Brooklyn, but their paths have never
really crossed. Not until a hurricane strikes the
North East Coast, and the two are trapped in an
elevator together. Their relationship “skyrockets”,
and the two sneak out of their daily lives to meet
up with each other.

Sports
The Blind Side: Evolution of a Game, by
Michael Lewis (Grade recommendation: 7-11)
Michael Oher’s mother is addicted to crack. He
can’t do simple tasks, such as reading or writing,
but he is put into a rich white family and takes up
football in his new school. With his size, his
strength, and his quick thinking that he learned
from the streets, he realizes his true potential on
the football field.
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Sports Authors:
Mike Lupica
Mike Lupica is one of the most well-known
authors for his books about every sport. He
writes books for both the youth and old. Titles
such as Travel Team and Heat hit #1 in New
York Time’s bestseller list.

Tim Green
Tim Green was a star Defensive End for the
Atlanta Falcons and later earned his degree at
the University of Syracuse. His books mainly
focus on football and baseball. His book Football
Genius topped the New York Times bestseller
list and continues his work today.
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