REALISTIC FICTION
Fuzzy Mud, by Louis Sachar. To
avoid a bully, two school friends cut
through the woods and come upon
a strange substance.
Conviction, by Kelly Loy Gilbert. A family’s
secrets come out when the father is accused of
a fatal hit and run.
The Fall, by James Preller. After a classmate’s
suicide, middle schooler Sam questions his own
behavior toward her. Gr. 5+
I Kill the Mockingbird, by Paul Acampora. Three
book addicts try to get the whole town the read
the classic To Kill a Mockingbird. Gr. 5+
Things We Know By Heart, by Jessi Kirby. A
teen tracks down the recipient of her late
boyfriend’s heart. Gr. 6+
The Unlikely Hero of Room 13B, by Teresa
Toten. Despite OCD and trouble at home, a teen
tries to help his new girlfriend with her
problems.

SPORTS
Soar, by Joan Bauer. Moving to
Hillcrest, Ohio, twelve-year-old
Jeremiah, a heart transplant
recipient, has sixty days to find a
baseball team to coach. Gr. 6+
Booked, by Kwame Alexander. Twelve-year-old
Nick loves soccer and hates books, but soon
learns the power of words as he wrestles with
problems at school and home. Gr. 7+

NONFICTION
The Boys Who Challenged Hitler, by
Phillip Hoose. 15 year old Knud
Pedersen resolved with his brother
and schoolmates to take action
against the Nazis, even if the adults would not.
Most Dangerous, by Steve Sheinkin. The
sweeping saga of the Vietnam War and the man
who blew the whistle on the government's
"secret war."
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I Will Always Write Back, by Caitlin Alifirenka &
Martin Ganda. Caitlin and Martin recount how
they became best friends, and better people,
through their long-distance exchange as penpals.
Boys in the Boat (Young Readers’ Adaptation),
by Daniel James Brown. Story of the University
of Washington rowing team that competed in
the 1936 Olympics in Berlin.
Breakthrough! : How Three People Saved "Blue
Babies" and Changed Medicine Forever, by Jim
Murphy. In 1944, a groundbreaking operation
repaired the congenital heart defect known as
blue baby syndrome.
Inventology: How We Dream Up Things that
Change the World, by Pagan Kennedy.
Find out where great ideas come from.
Brown Girl Dreaming, by Jacqueline Woodson,
Memoir (in verse).
The Borden Murders, by Sarah Miller.
Miller recounts the court case that drew
thousands to tiny Fall River, MA.
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HISTORICAL FICTION
Wolf Hollow, by Lauren Wolk
(WWI). Annabelle must stand up for
what's right in the face of a violent
new bully.
The Hired Girl, by Laura Amy Schlitz. Joan runs
away from home at age 14 to become a hired
girl in 1911.
Salt to the Sea, by Ruta Sepetys (WWII). As
World War II draws to a close, refugees try to
escape the war's final dangers.
Girl in the Blue Coat, by Monica Hesse (WWII).
In Nazi-occupied Holland, Hanneke works at a
funeral parlor to help support her family while
trafficking in the illegal black market.
Once, by Morris Gleitzman (WWII). A naive
Jewish boy runs away and on a journey across
Nazi-occupied Poland to find his parents.
A Night Divided, by Jennifer Nielsen (Berlin
Wall). With the rise of the Berlin Wall, twelveyear-old Gerta finds her family suddenly
divided.

Front Lines, by Michael Grant (WWII). This
alternate history novel is told from the point of
view of young women who enlist in the military
during World War II.

The Finisher, by David Baldacci. Suspense, first
in Vega Jane series, The Keeper is next. Vega
investigates why Quentin Herms was chased
into the dangerous Quag. Gr. 5+

The Emperor of Any Place, by Tim Wynne-Jones
(WWII)/mystery. After his father dies, a son
finds a diary of a Japanese soldier stranded on a
small Pacific island in World War II, but he's
confused about why his father was reading it.

SCIENCE FICTION

FANTASY
Shadow Magic, by Joshua Khan. A
new queen and a woodcutter’s son
become friends in this magical, high
fantasy. Gr. 4+
Red Queen Trilogy, by Victoria Aveyard. A world
divided by blood--those with common, Red
blood serve the Silver-blooded elite, who are
gifted with superhuman abilities. Gr. 7+
Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children
Series, by Ransom Riggs. Dark, creepy fantasy
set in an abandoned orphanage on a remote
island. Gr. 7+

Walk on Earth a Stranger, by Rae Carson (Gold
Rush)/fantasy. 15-year-old Leah, has an
extraordinary talent to sense when gold is near.

The Raven Cycle Series, by Maggie Stiefvater.
Though she is from a family of clairvoyants, Blue
Sargent's only gift seems to be that she makes
other people's talents stronger. Until she meets
Gansey. Gr. 8+

Anna and the Swallow Man, by Gavriel Savit
(WWII). When her father is sent to a
concentration camp, 7-year-old Anna travels
the Polish countryside with the mysterious
Swallow Man.

Snow Like Ashes Trilogy, by Sara Raasch.
Orphaned Meira must struggle to free her
people from the tyranny of an opposing
kingdom. Gr. 7+

The Martian, by Anthony Weir.
Astronaut faces insurmountable odds
to survive on Mars.
The Big Dark, by Rodney Philbrick. A solar flare
knocks out all technology and the town must
figure out how to survive. Gr. 5+
The Lunar Chronicles, by Marissa Meyer.
4-volume series. Humans, androids, and a
plague… Earth’s survival hinges on one girl. Gr.
6+
Noggin, by John Corey Whaley. Travis Coates
has a good head…on someone else's shoulders.
At 16, his head was removed and frozen before
being attached to another body. Gr. 8+

DYSTOPIAN
The 5th Wave, by Rick Yancey.
Cassie Sullivan survives an alien
invasion and must rescue her young
brother with help. Gr. 6+
The Scourge, by Jennifer Nielsen. A baffling
illness threatens a fantasy land. Gr. 6+
The Selection Series, by Kiera Cass. 35 girls. 1
crown. The competition of a lifetime. Gr. 6+
The Young Elites, by Marie Lu. Adelina survives
the blood fever, a deadly illness, joins the secret
society of the Young Elites and discovers her
own dangerous abilities. Gr. 7+

